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E1iason House 1876 

Chestertown 

Private 

The Eliason House, b u i l t by the reknowned master-builder, Alfred Rockwell, 
i s a monument of conservative nineteenth century t a s t e , which has remained 
in the Eliason family since Thomas W. Eliason had i t b u i l t in 1876, A large 
scale 21/2-story, 5-bay frame residence with several wings telescoping to the 
r ea r , i t i s presently being remodeled/restored by one of 
the or ig ina l oi-mer's descendents. When completed, the house wi l l have i t s 
or ig inal clapboard covered with vinyl and w i l l have an ad i l t iona l f la t - roofed 
wing in the rea r ; othervTise i t -will be in essen t ia l ly original overal l appearance. 
I t i s one of the town's chief a rch i tec tu ra l a t t r a c t i o n s . 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

E1iason House K-352 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

108 Spring Avenue 
CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Chestertown vicinity of F i r s t 
STATE COUNTY 

Maryland Kent 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

-XBUILDINGISI 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

—PUBLIC 

X—PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISIT ION 
—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

—OCCUPIED 

^.UNOCCUPIED 

X_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
—YES RESTRICTED 

— YES; UNRESTRICTED 

X.NO 

PRESENT USE 
AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

_.PARK 

X_PRIVATERESIDENCt 

—RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER: 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Walker Eliason Te lephone #; 778-1974 
STREETS. NUMBER 

106 Spring Avenue 
CITY, TOWN STATE , Z i p C O d S 

Ghestertown VICINITY OF Maryland 21620 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: EHP 65 
COURTHOUSE. F o l i o # : 746 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC Office o f t h e County C le rk 
STREETS. NUMBER 

Kent County Court House 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

C h e s t e r t o w n Maryland 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

^ DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN 

none 

—FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

STATE 



DESCRIPTION K-353 

—EXCELLENT 

X_G00D 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

—UNALTERED 

X_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XORIGtNALSITE 

—MOVED DATE. 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The Eliason House i s a large scale nineteenth century frame house, located on the 
northwest side of Spring Avenue between Galbert Street and Maple Avenue on a par t 
of Town Lot U8 in Chestertown, I t i s presently being remodeled and res tored by i t s 
owner. 

I t i s a 2|--story, S-hay house, one room deep, with a short L i^ng squared to the 
northeast gable end and several sedondary wings beyond i t . The house i s sided with 
clapboard soon t o be covered with v iny l . I t has a gabled roof and dormers. 

There i s a medium height brick basement. Centered on the facade i s a 3-bay -wood 
porch with a f l a t roof tha t has a pediment over the entrance. The porch s i t s on 
br ick p i e r s , has six wood s t eps , and i t s roof i s supported by four pla in round 
p i l l a r s across the fi"ont. The door i s paneled: two lower rectangiilar panels and 
two uoper panels with semicircular arches . There are 3-pane s ide l igh ts and a 
U-pane transom, a l l of frosted and ee«? decorated g lass . There i s a row of 
r e l i e f work wbif̂ h trims the lower edge of the transom. 

There are p i l a s t e r s on the front and northwest ( l e f t rear ) corners of the main 
s t r u c t u r e , which reach to the main cornice . 

The windows on the facade a re double hung sash, two panes over two, and have 
louvered s h u t t e r s . 

There are very deep eaves and a shallow box cornice which i s bracketed: there are 
double brackets over the p i l a s t e r s , The.̂ e i s a facia board which extends down to 
the bottom of the b racke t s . 

The roof i s of com pos i t ion shingles . There are thres gabled dormers which have 
p la in lared bargeboards, The dormer windows are 2/2. There i s one chimney within 
the northeast gable end, offset s l i g h t l y toward the f ront . There vras a chimney 
within the southwest gable end, but i t has been sealed off below the second s to ry . 

On the northeast gable end, the back of the f ireplace i s exposed. There are two 
windows on the f i r s t and two on the second story; a l l are 2/2 with louvered shu t t e r s . 
There i s one 2/2 a t t i c window in the gable offset to the rear s l i gh t l y t o allow room 
for a small v e r t i c a l window/vent which i s loavered. The roof ove-^hang i s the same 
as t ha t on the facade; the fac ia board continues around the corner and the brackets 
are a l l in p a i r s . The^^e i s no cornice re tu rn . 

The short L wing squared t o the northeast gable end has i t s gable end perpendicular 
t o the main s t r u c t u r e . I t i s half the width of the main s t ructure and two bays deep; 
i t has a 2/2 vindaw and a paneled door with a 2-pane transom on the f i r s t s tory and 
two 2/2 wi.ndows on the seconol All have louvered shu t t e r s . There i s a gabled dormer 
on each side of the roof. 

behind 
Telescopted âimamfch the short L section i s a s l i gh t ly lower and longer 2|--story 
wing; i t too has a gable roof and i t s width i s the same a s the L vjin^. There i s 
a boarded up door and a 6/6 window on the f i r s t story, two 2/2 windows on the second, 
and a single gabled dormer with a 6/6 irindow on each side of the roof. There i s a 
chimney within the r ea r gable end, (continued) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE K-353 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

_ 1 4 0 0 - 1 4 9 9 

_ 1 5 0 0 - 1 5 9 9 

_ 1 6 0 0 - 1 6 9 9 

_ 1 7 0 O - 1 7 9 9 

n 8 0 0 - 1 8 9 9 

_ 1 9 0 0 -

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

AGRICULTURE 

_2&kRCHITECTURE 

ART 

— C O M M E R C E 

— C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 

SPECIFIC DATES 1876 

— C O M M U N I T Y PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— L A W 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

— M U S I C 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT A . H , Rockwell 

— RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

THEATER 

TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house was built by A.H, Rockwell, a fine craftsman. It is a monunent of 
conservative nineteenth century taste. The house has been empty "for years" but 
remains in excellent condition. Both in width and height it is large scale. The 
interior ceilings of both first and second fliers are very high (there are 22 steps 
between the first and second floors). 

The principal win̂ ;s telescoping to the rear solve the depth problem gracefully 
in tjrpical nineteenth assymetrcal fashion. Some of the later mngs built onto 
the rear and into the angle of main structiore and L wing are less attractive, 
so-newhat cluttering the rear elevation. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
1.173 acres ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY . 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: Beginning a t an i ron n ipe on t h e sou theas t s i d e of Mi l l 
S t r e t t , s a i d p o i n t be in r^'the nor thernmost c o m e r of the her in desc r ibed l ands and t h e wes te rn 
most ^:;orner of the l ands of J .H . Lee; and running thence by and v;ith s a i d Lee lands l̂*3-l̂ »<* 
South 42 d e g r e e s , f o u r minutes, t h i r t y s seconds ^ a s t 91.9 f e e t t o an i r o n p ipe and a new 
d i v i s i o n l i n e between the h e r i n desc r ibed l a n d s and other lands of E l i a son j t h e n c e , by and 
wi th s a i d o t h e r l a n d s the four fo l lowing co^irses and d i s t a n c e s : ( l ) S U? d e g . , 5 5 in in . ,30 s e c . 
49 .60 f e e t t o an i r o n p i p e , (2) S 39 degrees Eas t 93.6? f e e t t o an i ron p i p e , (3) S 56 degrees , 
49 minutes S 96.53 f e e t t o an i ron p ipe and (U) S Ul degrees ,56 rninues S 76.68 f e e t t o an 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

i r o n p i p e ; thence by and w i t h t h e NW s i d e of Spring S t r e e t S 46 d e g r e e s , 19 min. W 144.08 
STATE COUNTY ^ 

to an iron pipe on the H3 side of Glavert St.; thence by and with the NS side of Calvert St. 
STATE COUNTY 

N 42 degess, 4 minutes, 30 sec. W 359.52 feet to an iron pipe on the SE side of Mjll St; 
thence by and with the SE side of Mill St. to the place of beg. 

F O R M P R F P A R E D BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Robert N e i l l Man'-land H i s t o r i c a l T r u s t / Town of Ghastertrwn 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

July. 1976 
STREETS. NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 



K-353 

Descript ion (continued) 

Beyond t h i s win? i s another single s tory, 3-'bay vri.ng. I t s width i s the same as the 
other wings and i t too has a gabled roof. There are doors in the front and resu? 
bays and a 6/6 window in the middle: the arran'^ement i s the same on both side e leva t ions . 
There i s l / l window in the gable of the rear e levat ion. 

The southwest ?able end of the nain structiire has now vr'.ndows on the fir;5t s tory and 
the back of the the f i replace i s erposed. There are two 2/2 windows with louvered 
shut ters on the second s tory and two l / l a t t i c windows in the gable. 

Into the rear angle, formed by thf iuncti n of the main structure and the wings squared 
to the --ortheast gable end have b< en b n i r several small additions, including one with 
a shed roof wh^ch » t - e extends aci os^ a section cf the rear elevation of the main 
s t ruc tu re , creating an extremelj'- shallov; U f e e t ' leanto , Most of the remaining 
space between the main s t ructure end the irings is presently being f i l l e d by a 1-story 
f la t-roofed addi t ion. 
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Summary of Title Search: 
Eliason House 

Commissioners of Chestertown to James Mansfield (l8U$) 

Janes Mansfield to Thomas W. Eliason JNa 12 U36 (l8U9) $1^10. 
(All of Lot I4.8 and [(.2 across the street with Townsend Building on it.) 

Thomas Eliason, Jr., personal representative of estate of Thomas Ĵ liason to 
Walker C. Eliason EHP 65 7U6 (1973) 
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